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CODE STATL CITY OR TOWN: 

Honolulu PPwail  15  

L 

S TR E5 T AND NumtIER: Tax Office Annex 
P.O.Box 2867 

ITY OR TOWN/ 

UNITED STARS DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL, PARK seRvicr 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY — NOmiNATiON FORM 

ST'71.  

Hawaii 	 
cowiTy• 

. Honolulu 
FORNPS USE ONLY 

Form 10-300 
(July 190} 

MN TRY NUMRElt 	 DATE 

• (Type all entries — eaMplete applicable sections) 

I. NAME 
c Dv.Aw.b. 

Merchant Street Historical District 	(8G-14-9905) 
AND Or 	3 T flC• 

Let 

0 

sbNINNI 

•Elf IZATION 	•  

STREET ANC NULfREA: 

individual addresses for buildings are shown on the attached 

	

CITY OR TOWN: 	map of—MU—area, 
Honolulu 

STATE 

Hawaii 
E  MASSIF ICAT1014 

=District 	73 'But [ding 

0 it 	1-1 Structure 

0 Oblast 

PRESEN T USE (cfloCk Ont. or Mor4..c A Ariptopfiai0 

0 Agricultural 

K:ACcrarnarcial 

o EdUCalic140 

.1.-NEntertainclant 

CATEGORY 
(Cheek One,) 

XXGavcrraracal 

o Indusirial 

• lalitary 

. 	Mutcura 

0 Public 

0 Pri vat e 

Both 

O Park 

O Private Residence 

O Religious 

O Scientific 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

• Irt Process 

O Being Considered 

COUNTY: 

Honolulu 

• 0 Transport:3416n 

, 0 01111Ar (SpocI) 

ric0c4upied 
0 Unoccupied 

Preservonon work 

in progress 
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Archives of Hawaii 
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Iolani Palace Grounds 
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CASSCRIDE THE PplasuNT AUL) ORIGINAL fit &mown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Merchant Street Historical District, occupying four square 
blocks in downtown Honolulu, contains a variety of interesting 
old buildings. The area is what remains of "old" Honolulu. 
Merchant Street, once the main street of the financial and, 
governmental part of the city, bisects the district and is 
lined with low-rise, well maintained buildings of charecter. 
and distinction (see attached map). 

Beginning at Fort Street and heading down Merchant toward 
Nuuanu, on the left is the old Bishop Estate building, con-
structed in 1896. This small two story building, with its 
fortress-like appearance creates an illusion of being larger 
than it is.. It is constructed of dark grey lava stone taken 
from the quprries found on Bishop Estate land. Next to this 
building ia the old Bishop Bank building, built in 1878 to 
house the Bank of Bishop. Of brick construction, it has been 
stuccoed over and some of the first floor windows have been 
covered Over to add wall space on the interior. Sensitive 
treatment would easily restore it to its original character. 
Across Merchant Street from these two buildings is a large 
empty space which up until June .1972.was occupied by the 
Hawaiian Gazette building. This empty space is also the site 
of the original Honolulu Hale (Honolulu City Hall). Next 
to this empty space, still heading toward Nuuanu Avenue, it the 
Kamehameha V Post Office, This building was previously -nomin-
ated to and placed on the National Register. Across Merchant 
Street from Kamehameha V Post.Off ice is the Melchers Building, 
now the home of the Honolulu Prosecuting Attorney's offices. 
This is the oldest .commercial building still standing in 
Honolulu, having been constructed in 1854. It is constructed 
of coral blocks, but the texture has been lost under layers 
of stucco and paint. It is a very simple two story structure,' 
reflecting the simplicity and pragmatism of construction in 
mid-nineteenth century Hawaii. 

Across Bethel Street from the Melchers Building is the Old 
Honolulu Police Station. While not as old as the other build-
ings in the District, its low-rise Mediterranean style is 
harmonious with the rest of the buildings. Across Merchant 
Street from the Old Police Station is the Yokohama Specie Bank 
building. This building, built in 1909, is a . major contributor 
to the character of Merchant Street. It is a two-story, 
eclectic style building with an elaborate corner entry way. 
The building is further embellished by an ornate freize with 
portals decorated by classic wreath and floral carvings above 
the second floor'. Heading up Bethel Street from Merchant 
Street are two other valuable buildings, the. Friend building 
and the McCandless building. Both of these buildings contri-
bute to the over all scale and,character of the District. 
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Returning te .  Merchant Street and again continuing toward Nuuanu 
Avenue, the Waterhouse building and the old Royal Saloon occupy 
the right side of the street. The Waterhouse building is a 
siiriple two story building with a peeling stuccb over brick 
facade. The Old Royal Saloon, the last reminder of Honolulu's 

once thriving waterfront community, has been successfully 
turned into a restaurant and has been rennovated in a harmonious 
eclectic style. It occupies the corner of Merchant Street and 
Nuvanu Avenue. 

Across Nuuanu Avenue from the Old Royal Saloon is the T.R. Fasts 
building. This building, now known as Alfie'S Pub to much of 
the downtown community, was the .first building in the Merchant 
Street area to be recognized for , its potential economic value 
because of age, style and character. The stucco exterior was 
removed to reveal one of the finest examples of brick artistry 
and craftsmanship existing in Honolulu. TheT. R. Foster build-
ing and the Small brick warehouse behind it (1101d also a small 
restaurant) were built in 1891. .While actually geographically 
situated within the area designated as the Chinatown Historical 
District, in character and in style, both of these •buildin9s 
belong with the Merchant Street buildings. ' 

GPO 921.124 
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The buildings along Merchant Street 'between Ntuan
u and Bishop 

Streets provide a unique opportunity to'preserve a
 significant 

-aspect of Honolulu's architectural heritage. Dat
ing from 1854 

these buildings portray tangible evidence of the g
rowth and 

development of Honolulu's professional and busines
s community. 

A great deal of the economic . and political history of Hawaii 

was created and written by the previous occupants 
of these 

buildings. Ranging from banks to bars and post of
fice to 

newspapers, they have paid silent witness to the c
reation of 

present day Hawaii. 

Individually, the buildings along Merchant Street 
are of great 

architectural and historical value. The oldest ex
isting com-

mercial building in Honolulu, (Melchers Building, 
1854) first 

use of precast concrete block construction, (Kameh
ameha V Post 

Office, 1871), the "romantic" old Honolulu Polices
Svation. 

As a group, they represent an incalculable asset a
s an histolic 

.record of Honolulu's past. The variety of archite
ctural styles 

depict the changing attitudes and living patterns 
during the 

emergence of Honolulu as a major city. The loss o
f even the 

simplest of these buildings would lead to the dest
ruction of 

the harmony and continuity created by their combined
 existence. 

The variety of styles, forms and materials create 
an unplanned 

character of great value, unified by the common el
ement of 

human scale. Being adjacent to the vertical growt
h area of 

Bishop Street, the need to preserve this small sca
le human 

environment becomes all the more apparent. 

The recent interest and restoration of many of the
se buildings 

gives evidence to the growing concern and reapprai
sal being 

directed towards Honolulu's architectural heritag
e. The need 

to establish a sense of identity and permanency in
 the down-

town area is becoming increasingly evident as in r
ecent years 

many of the finest historic buildings have been nee
dlessly lost. 

It is fortunate tp have such  a valuable group øf bu
ildings in 

Sound condition that require no great eftort than recognition. 

Li 
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Merchant Street allows Honolulu the opportunity to create an 
Historic District that would provide a permanent area for future 
generations to participate in a living element of Hawaii's 
heritage. The outer limits of this historical district are: 
Nuuanu Avenue, King Street, Fort Street, and Queen Street 
(extended in a straight line to intersect with Nuuanu Avenue). 

GPO 92y 2-0 
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!!PL.112_1972 
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Honolulu ...____ ilawaii 15 
12 , STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

__.......... 

- 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ne-

(lomat Historic Preservation Act of 19E41 (Thablie Law 

89-(165). I hereby nominate this property for incl usion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. ,  The recommended 

level of ipiii(ieortce of this nomination is: 

National 	0 	State 	X 	Local 	El 

Name 

. 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NAtictIla I Register. 

-- 
Chief. Oflic.af Archoolo& and Historic. Preservation 
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• , 
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